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With the publication of his Past Continuous in 1983, Yaakov Shabtai gained the most prominent place in the
canon of modern Jewish literature. New York Times critic Alan Lelchuk praised its portrait of contemporary
Israeli society as "the most prodigious (and probably most realistic) in Hebrew fiction."

The stories in Uncle Peretz Takes Off, the first English language collection of Shabtai's short fiction, evoke
the Zionist frontier spirit while capturing the shift from old world religiosity to new world secularism.
Originally published in Hebrew in 1972, the collection is bookended by two linked stories chronicling the
deaths of the narrator's grandparents and the corresponding loss of Jewish traditions. Several other linked
stories feature the narrator's uncles, energetic men in the grip of ideals and passions (Zionism, communism,
socialism, entrepreneurialism). Uncle Shmuel tries to make his fortune with "semi-automatic henhouses,"
while Uncle Fink juggles four women and the dream of building a Palestinian traveling circus.

With unparalleled lyricism and humanity, Shabtai's stories embody the comedy, energy, and tragedy of the
early years of Zionism.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Looney:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Uncle
Peretz Takes Off: Short Stories? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your
time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or
you have different opinion?

Edith Macklin:

The book Uncle Peretz Takes Off: Short Stories can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Uncle Peretz Takes Off: Short Stories? Some
of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It
is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take
for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Uncle Peretz Takes Off: Short
Stories has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the
enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Fernande Hairston:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Uncle Peretz Takes Off: Short Stories or perhaps
others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would
like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks
are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes
Uncle Peretz Takes Off: Short Stories to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like
this one.

Phyllis Thompson:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Uncle Peretz Takes Off: Short
Stories to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book
and examine it. Beside that the book Uncle Peretz Takes Off: Short Stories can to be your brand-new friend
when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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