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This book is the first inter-disciplinary engagement with the work of Magbool Fida Husain, arguably India’'s
most iconic contemporary artist today, whose life and work are intimately entangled with the career of
independent India as a democratic, secular and multi-ethnic nation. For more than half a century, and across
thousands of canvases, Husain has painted individuals and objects, events and incidents that offer an
astonishing visual chronicle of Indiathrough the ages.

The 13 articlesin this volume — written by distinguished artists, curators, anthropol ogists, historians, art
historians and critics, sociologists and scholars of post-colonial literature and religion — critically examine
the artistic statement that Husain has presented on the self, community and nation through his oeuvre. It
engages with the controversies that have erupted around and about Husain’ s work, and situates them in
debates around the freedom of the artist versus the sentiments of the community, between ‘virtue' and
‘obscenity’, between an ‘elite’ of intellectuals and the ‘ common man’, and between a ‘work of art’ and a
‘religiousicon’. Correspondingly it considers how India has responded to Husain: with affection, admiration
and adulation on the one hand, and hostility and rejection on the other.

This book is more relevant than ever beforein light of the debates that have arisen over Husain’s self-
imposed exile for the last few years following a spate of violent attacks on his home and exhibitionsin India,
and his recent decision to forfeit his Indian citizenship.

It will be of interest to those studying art history, sociology, anthropology, cultural studies, and palitics, as
well as to awide spectrum of readersinterested in contemporary issues of identity and nationhood.
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From reader reviews:
Diana Elliott:

The actual book Barefoot across the Nation: M F Husain and the Idea of India (Visual and Media Histories)
hasalot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of help. The book was published by
the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read
you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Laura Rogers.

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Barefoot across the Nation: M F Husain and the Idea of India (Visual and Media Histories) your thoughts
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but
surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one form conclusion
and explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The Barefoot across the Nation: M F Husain and
the Idea of India (Visual and Media Histories) giving you an additional experience more than blown away
the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning
a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Christopher Sanchez:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need
more time to be go through. Barefoot across the Nation: M F Husain and the Idea of India (Visua and Media
Histories) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short extratime
problems.

Homer Gardner:

This Barefoot across the Nation: M F Husain and the Idea of India (Visua and Media Histories) is brand new
way for you who has curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details.
Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge maore you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in
reading this Barefoot across the Nation: M F Husain and the Idea of India (Visua and Media Histories) can
be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guideisthe
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especialy this one. Y ou can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So, don't missthe idea! Just read this e-book type for your better
life in addition to knowledge.
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