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With lips slightly parted and eyes fixed on a point in the distance, a breathtaking marble portrait of Costanza
Piccolomini appears alive. Carved by Gianlorenzo Bernini in 1636–37 for his own pleasure, the portrait of
Costanza is one of his most captivating works, but until now little has been known about its subject.

For centuries Costanza was identified only as Bernini's mistress, who later incited his rage by betraying him
for his brother. Author Sarah McPhee corrects and expands this story in her remarkable biography of a
sculpture and its subject. Bernini's Beloved sets the bust and Costanza's own life—her childhood and noble
name, her marriage, affair, fall from grace, and recovery—against the backdrop of Baroque Rome.
Beautifully illustrated and written, this fascinating story expands our understanding of the woman whose
intelligence and passion served as inspiration for Bernini's celebrated sculpture, and who courageously
forged a life for herself in the decades following its creation.
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From reader reviews:

Andria Miguel:

The reserve untitled Bernini's Beloved: A Portrait of Costanza Piccolomini is the guide that recommended to
you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language
that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study
when write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the
e-book of Bernini's Beloved: A Portrait of Costanza Piccolomini from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Kayla Wilson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need
more time to be study. Bernini's Beloved: A Portrait of Costanza Piccolomini can be your answer as it can be
read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Beth French:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Bernini's Beloved: A Portrait of
Costanza Piccolomini is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If
you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Maria Peterson:

You may get this Bernini's Beloved: A Portrait of Costanza Piccolomini by look at the bookstore or Mall.
Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this
book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.
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