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Many Western visitors to Japan have been struck by the numerous cemeteries for aborted fetuses, which are
characterized by throngs of images of the Bodhisattva Jizo, usually dressed in red baby aprons or other baby
garments, and each dedicated to an individua fetus. Abortion is common in Japan and as a consequence one
of the frequently performed rituals in Japanese Buddhism is mizuko-kuyo, a ceremony for aborted and
miscarried fetuses. Over the past forty years, mizuko-kuyo has gradually come to America, where it has been
appropriated by non-Buddhists as well as Buddhist practitioners.

In this book, Jeff Wilson examines how and why Americans of different backgrounds have brought
knowledge and performance of this Japanese ceremony to the United States. Drawing on his own extensive
fieldwork in Japan and the U.S., aswell asthe literature in both Japanese and English, Wilson shows that the
meaning and purpose of the ritual have changed greatly in the American context. In Japan, mizuko-kuyo is
performed to placate the potentially dangerous spirit of the angry fetus. In America, however, it has come to
be seen as away for the mother to mourn and receive solace for her loss. Many American women who learn
about mizuko-kuyo are struck by the lack of such a ceremony and seeit asfilling a very important need.
Ceremonies are now performed even for losses that took place many years ago. Wilson's well-written study
not only contributes to the growing literature on American Buddhism, but sheds light on arange of
significant issues in Buddhist studies, interreligious contact, women's studies, and even bioethics.
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From reader reviews:
Tom Burkhardt:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. Asitis
known to us that book is very important usually. The book Mourning the Unborn Dead: A Buddhist Ritual
Comes to America ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication Mourning the Unborn Dead: A Buddhist
Ritual Comesto Americais not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when
you sense bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the
book Mourning the Unborn Dead: A Buddhist Ritual Comesto America. Y ou never feel lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Geor ge Degregorio:

Here thing why that Mourning the Unborn Dead: A Buddhist Ritual Comesto America are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Mourning the Unborn Dead: A Buddhist Ritual
Comes to Americagiving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out
there but there is no reserve that similar with Mourning the Unborn Dead: A Buddhist Ritual Comes to
America. It givesyou thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring everywhere like
in recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficultiesin bringing the
paper book maybe the form of Mourning the Unborn Dead: A Buddhist Ritual Comes to Americain e-book
can be your choice.

Christina Vallgo:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in thisworld could share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But aso they write about
the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their talent
in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this Mourning
the Unborn Dead: A Buddhist Ritual Comes to America.

Sarah Luis:;

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
haveit in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Mourning the Unborn Dead: A Buddhist
Ritual Comesto America can give you alot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have matter



that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of astep for you to
get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than

additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Mourning the Unborn Dead: A
Buddhist Ritual Comes to America.
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