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In this fresh and often playful interdisciplinary study, Lisa Zunshine presents a fluid discussion of how key
concepts from cognitive science complicate our cultural interpretations of "strange” literary phenomena.

From Short Circuit to |, Robot, from The Parent Trap to Big Business, fantastic tales of rebellious robots,
animated artifacts, and twins mistaken for each other are a permanent fixture in popular culture and have
been since antiquity. Why do these strange concepts captivate the human imagination so thoroughly?
Zunshine explores how cognitive science, specifically itsideas of essentialism and functionalism, combined
with historical and cultural analysis, can help us understand why we find such literary phenomena so
fascinating.

Drawing from research by such cognitive evolutionary anthropologists and psychologists as Scott Atran,
Paul Bloom, Pascal Boyer, and Susan A. Gelman, Zunshine examines the cognitive origins of the distinction
between essence and function and how unexpected tensions between these two concepts are brought into
play infictional narratives. Discussing motifs of confused identity and of twinsin drama, sciencefiction's
use of robots, cyborgs, and androids, and honsense poetry and surrealist art, she reveal's the range and power
of key concepts from sciencein literary interpretation and providesinsight into how cognitive-evolutionary
research on essentialism can be used to study fiction as well as everyday strange concepts.
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From reader reviews:
Steven Parrish:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for usto understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this Strange Concepts and the Stories They
Make Possible: Cognition, Culture, Narrative.

Cynthia Bryant:

Typically the book Strange Concepts and the Stories They Make Possible: Cognition, Culture, Narrative has
alot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Deanna Jackson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn a
book you can get alots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Strange
Concepts and the Stories They Make Possible: Cognition, Culture, Narrative offer you a new experiencein
reading through a book.

Hector Medlin:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Strange Concepts and the Stories They Make Possible: Cognition, Culture, Narrative we
can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to
read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life
with this book Strange Concepts and the Stories They Make Possible: Cognition, Culture, Narrative. Y ou can
more appealing than now.
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