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The erotic frescoes adorning a chamber in San Gimignano's communal bell tower are among the most
fascinating surviving examples of secular art from the late Middle Ages. Despite their fame, neither these
frescoes--which include scenes of two lovers in a bathtub and Aristotle ridden by his seductress--nor those of
the commune council hall have been well understood as products of the communal culture they represent.
Here Jean Campbell explores the sources and significance of the images on these walls by constructing an
interdisciplinary microhistory of an early Italian commune. Her investigation addresses notions of nobility,
personal display, and public space, describing how the game of courting colored urban life in the age of
Dante.

This book considers the imagery of San Gimignano not primarily as an illustration of political theory, but
rather as a manifestation of a vibrant poetic culture that was politically engaged. Campbell identifies a point
of tension in the banning of a popular game that originated in courtly pastimes and involved the exchange of
love tokens and role reversals in which women became the aggressors. She argues that while the commune
attempted to suppress this game when it appeared spontaneously and outside its proper ritual context, civic
leaders embraced those aspects of a larger courtly game that lent their commune nobility and vigor. They,
like leaders elsewhere in Italy, imagined the sovereignty of their commune in the space where the private
world of courtly ceremony met the public realm of the commune.
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From reader reviews:

Berneice Ritzman:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Game of Courting and the Art of the Commune of
San Gimignano, 1290-1320 as your daily resource information.

Peggy Witzel:

The book with title The Game of Courting and the Art of the Commune of San Gimignano, 1290-1320 has
lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular
book exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring
you in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read
this anywhere you want.

Loretta Manson:

The book untitled The Game of Courting and the Art of the Commune of San Gimignano, 1290-1320 contain
a lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually read
this book because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a
nice go through.

Timothy Quintero:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and The Game of Courting and the Art of
the Commune of San Gimignano, 1290-1320 or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you.
After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In
other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Game of Courting and the Art of the Commune
of San Gimignano, 1290-1320 to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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