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What makes a great city? Not a good city or afunctional city but agreat city. A city that people admire,
learn from, and replicate. City planner and architect Alexander Garvin set out to answer this question by
observing cities, largely in North America and Europe, with special attention to Paris, London, New Y ork,
and Vienna.

For Garvin, greatnessis not just about the most beautiful, convenient, or well-managed city; it isn't even
about any “city.” It is about what people who shape cities can do to make a city great. A great city isnot an
exquisite, completed artifact. It is a dynamic, constantly changing place that residents and their leaders can
reshape to satisfy their demands. While this book does discuss the history, demographic composition,
politics, economy, topography, history, layout, architecture, and planning of great cities, it is not about these
aspects alone. Most importantly, it is about the interplay between people and public realm, and how they
have interacted throughout history to create great cities.

To open the book, Garvin explains that a great public realm attracts and retains the people who make a city
great. He describes exactly what the term public realm means, its most important characteristics, aswell as
providing examples of when and how these characteristics work, or don’t. An entire chapter is devoted to a
discussion of how particular components of the public realm (squares in London, parks in Minneapolis, and
streets in Madrid) shape people s daily lives. He concludes with alook at how twenty-first century initiatives
in Paris, Houston, Atlanta, Brooklyn, and Toronto are making an already fine public realm even
better—initiatives that demonstrate what other cities can do to improve.

What Makes a Great City will help readers understand that any city can be changed for the better and inspire
entrepreneurs, public officials, and city residentsto do it themselves.
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From reader reviews:
Lillian Tobias:

This What Makes a Great City book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh,
you will get datawhich is getting deeper an individual read alot of information you will get. This What
Makes a Great City without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't aways be worry What Makes a Great City can bring when you are and not make your
carrier space or bookshelves turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This What Makes a Great City having great arrangement in word and a so layout, so you will
not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Jack Williams:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to an individual isyou don't know which one you should start with. This What Makes a
Great City isour recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Nancy Jones:

In thistime globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find alot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. Y ou will observe that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirementsis What Makes a Great City this book consist alot of the information of
the condition of thisworld now. This book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language
styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he
makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

James Cummings.

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half elements of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book What Makes a Great City to make
your own reading is interesting. Y our skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading.
Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book and
looking at especially. It isto beinitially opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the
book What Makes a Great City can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of thistime.
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