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Richard Wagner's Parsifal remains an inexhaustible yet highly controversial work. This "stage consecration
festival play," as the composer described it, represents the culmination of his efforts to bring medieval myth
and modern music together in a dynamic relationship. Wagner's engagement with religion--Buddhist as well
as Christian--reaches a climax here, as he seeks through artistic means "to rescue the essence of religion by
perceiving its mythical symbols. . . according to their figurative value, enabling us to see their profound,
hidden truth through idealized representation.” The contributors to this collection break fresh ground in
exploring the text, the music, and the reception history of Parsifal. Wagner's borrowings-and departures-from
the medieval sources of the Grail legend, Wolfram's Parzival and Chrétien's Perceval, are considered in
detail, and the tensional relation of the work to Christianity is probed. New perspectives emerge that bear on
the long genesis of the text and music, its affinities to Wagner's earlier works, particularly Tristan und Isolde,
and the precise way in which the music was composed. Essays address the work's bold, modernistic musical
language and its unprecedented soundscape involving hidden choruses and other unseen sources of sound.
The turbulent, astonishing, and sometimes disturbing history of Parsifal performances from 1882 until 2004
istraced in vivid detail for the first time, demonstrating the abiding fascination exerted by this uniquely
challenging work of art. Contributors: Mary A. Cicora, James M. McGlathery, Ulrike Kienzle, Warren
Darcy, Roger Allen. William Kinderman and Katherine Syer teach at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, and often lead study seminars during the Wagner Festival in Bayreuth, Germany.
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From reader reviews:
Angela Jones:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
s0. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading aguide will give you alot of new facts. When
you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of several waysto share the
information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this A
Companion to Wagner's Parsifal (Studiesin German Literature Linguistics and Culture), you could tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a book.

Gregory Jones.

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or al their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. Thefirst thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled A Companion to Wagner's Parsifal (Studiesin German
Literature Linguistics and Culture) can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Claudia Chittum:

Y ou may get this A Companion to Wagner's Parsifal (Studies in German Literature Linguistics and Culture)
by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you
get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed
but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern eraincluding now, you just
looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your waysto get
more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Lorenzo Davis:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book A Companion to Wagner's Parsifal (Studiesin
German Literature Linguistics and Culture) was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book A Companion to Wagner's Parsifal (Studiesin German Literature Linguistics and Culture) has many
kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can
read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored,
any it offersyou feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like



reading that.
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