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From growing their children, parents grow themselves, learning the lessons their children teach. “Growing
up”, then, is as much a developmental process of parenthood as it is of childhood. While countless books
have been written about the challenges of parenting, nearly all of them position the parent as instructor and
support-giver, the child as learner and in need of direction. But the parent-child relationship is more
complicated and reciprocal; over time it transforms in remarkable, surprising ways. As our children grow up,
and we grow older, what used to be a one-way flow of instruction and support, from parent to child, becomes
instead an exchange. We begin to learn from them. The lessons parents learn from their
offspring—voluntarily and involuntarily, with intention and serendipity, often through resistance and
struggle—are embedded in their evolving relationships and shaped by the rapidly transforming world around
them.
 
With Growing Each Other Up, Macarthur Prize–winning sociologist and educator Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot
offers an intimately detailed, emotionally powerful account of that experience. Building her book on a series
of in-depth interviews with parents around the country, she offers a counterpoint to the usual parental
development literature that mostly concerns the adjustment of parents to their babies’ rhythms and the ways
parents weather the storms of their teenage progeny. The focus here is on the lessons emerging adult
children, ages 15 to 35, teach their parents. How are our perspectives as parents shaped by our children?
What lessons do we take from them and incorporate into our worldviews? Just how much do we learn—often
despite our own emotionally fraught resistance—from what they have seen of life that we, perhaps, never
experienced? From these parent portraits emerges the shape of an education composed by young adult
children—an education built on witness, growing, intimacy, and acceptance.
 
Growing Each Other Up is rich in the voices of actual parents telling their own stories of raising children and
their children raising them; watching that fundamental connection shift over time. Parents and children of all
ages will recognize themselves in these evocative and moving accounts and look at their own growing up in
a revelatory new light.
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From reader reviews:

Carmel Smith:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Growing Each Other Up: When Our Children
Become Our Teachers book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

James Atkinson:

The guide with title Growing Each Other Up: When Our Children Become Our Teachers has lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era
of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Wendy Ray:

Growing Each Other Up: When Our Children Become Our Teachers can be one of your beginning books that
are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in
writing Growing Each Other Up: When Our Children Become Our Teachers however doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Gail Delamora:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or
real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Growing Each Other Up: When Our Children Become Our Teachers can
make you sense more interested to read.
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