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We think of bees as being among the busiest workers in the garden, admiring them for their productivity. But
amid their buzzing, they are also great communicators—and unusual dancers. As Karl von Frisch
(1886–1982) discovered during World War II, bees communicate the location of food sources to each other
through complex circle and waggle dances. For centuries, beekeepers had observed these curious movements
in hives, and others had speculated about the possibility of a bee language used to manage the work of the
hive. But it took von Frisch to determine that the bees’ dances communicated precise information about the
distance and direction of food sources. As Tania Munz shows in this exploration of von Frisch’s life and
research, this important discovery came amid the tense circumstances of the Third Reich.

The Dancing Bees draws on previously unexplored archival sources in order to reveal von Frisch’s full story,
including how the Nazi government in 1940 determined that he was one-quarter Jewish, revoked his teaching
privileges, and sought to prevent him from working altogether until circumstances intervened. In the 1940s,
bee populations throughout Europe were facing the devastating effects of a plague (just as they are today),
and because the bees were essential to the pollination of crops, von Frisch’s research was deemed critical to
maintaining the food supply of a nation at war. The bees, as von Frisch put it years later, saved his life. Munz
not only explores von Frisch’s complicated career in the Third Reich, she looks closely at the legacy of his
work and the later debates about the significance of the bee language and the science of animal
communication.

This first in-depth biography of von Frisch paints a complex and nuanced portrait of a scientist at work under
Nazi rule. The Dancing Bees will be welcomed by anyone seeking to better understand not only this chapter
of the history of science but also the peculiar waggles of our garden visitors.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Osborne:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this The Dancing Bees: Karl von
Frisch and the Discovery of the Honeybee Language book as starter and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Michelle Favors:

The ability that you get from The Dancing Bees: Karl von Frisch and the Discovery of the Honeybee
Language is the more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get serious
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Dancing Bees: Karl von Frisch
and the Discovery of the Honeybee Language giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys
their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of
this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it
is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having that The Dancing Bees: Karl von Frisch and the Discovery of the Honeybee
Language instantly.

Robin Harvey:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books
in the top list in your reading list is usually The Dancing Bees: Karl von Frisch and the Discovery of the
Honeybee Language. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Christopher Pruett:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This book The Dancing Bees: Karl von Frisch and the Discovery of the Honeybee Language
was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that
you wanted.
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