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In this fascinating study the lives and mores of women in one of the least understood but most densely
populated areas of the world are unveiled through the eyes of generations of court poets. For more than a
millennium, the poets of the Indic courts of Java and Bali composed epic kakawin poems in which they
recreated the court environment where they and their royal patrons lived. Major themes in this poetry form
include war, love, and marriage. It is a rich source for the cultural and social history of Indonesia. Still being
produced in Bali today, kakawin remain of interest and relevance to Balinese cultural and religious identities.
This book draws on the epic kakawin poetry tradition to examine the institutions of courtship and marriage in
the Indic courts. Its primary purpose is to explore the experiences of women belonging to the kakawin world,
although the texts by nature reveal more about the discourses concerning women, sexuality, and gender than
of the historical experiences of individual women. For over a thousand years these royal courts were major
patrons of the arts. The court-sponsored epic works that have survived provide an ongoing literary testimony
to the cultural and social concerns of court society from its ealiest recorded history until its demise at the end
of the nineteenth century. This study examines the idealized images of women and sexuality that have
pervaded Javanese and Balinese culture and provides insights into a number of cultural practices such as sati
or bela (self-immolation of widows).
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From reader reviews:

Lois Cox:

This book untitled Women of the Kakawin World: Marriage and Sexuality in the Indic Courts of Java and
Bali to be one of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this
guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or
you can order it by way of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more
easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your
account to past this guide from your list.

William Marquis:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Women of the Kakawin World: Marriage and
Sexuality in the Indic Courts of Java and Bali can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to
you.

Nick Peoples:

This Women of the Kakawin World: Marriage and Sexuality in the Indic Courts of Java and Bali is fresh
way for you who has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper
you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading
this Women of the Kakawin World: Marriage and Sexuality in the Indic Courts of Java and Bali can be the
light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of
anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-
book application form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is
the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well
as knowledge.

Nicholas Valles:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This Women of the Kakawin World: Marriage and Sexuality
in the Indic Courts of Java and Bali can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one
book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend



doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let
me have Women of the Kakawin World: Marriage and Sexuality in the Indic Courts of Java and Bali.
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